
The GCSE course is designed to encourage students to develop knowledge, skills, and 
understanding along with creativity and imagination. The freedom with project themes 
provides an opportunity to experiment and take risks whilst developing their own style 
using a range of equipment and techniques. Students will respond to a range of visual 

stimuli and gain an insight into the practices of individuals, organisations and creative and 
cultural industries. 

‘Developing caring, confident and creative students who achieve excellence’

Why study GCSE Photography?



Students must complete both components (01 and 02) to be awarded the OCR GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design.

Content overview
Component 01: Portfolio

Students produce a portfolio of practical work showing their personal response to a set starting point, brief, scenario or 
stimulus. The portfolio may be presented in appropriate formats for the specification title they are following and 
chosen area of study. Students must complete both components (01 and 02) to be awarded the OCR GCSE (9-1) in Art 
and Design.
The portfolio must provide evidence that the student has met all four assessment objectives.

Component 02: Externally set task
Students respond to one of five themes, each with a range of written and visual starting points and stimuli. Students 
research, plan and develop ideas for their response to the option they have chosen, which they must then complete a 
final piece within the ten-hour supervised time period.
The portfolio must provide evidence that the student has met all four assessment objectives.
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Specification at a glance



Students must complete both components (01 and 02) to be awarded the OCR GCSE (9-1) in Art and Design.

Content overview
Component 01: Portfolio
Students produce a portfolio of practical work showing their personal response to a set starting point, brief, scenario or 

stimulus. The portfolio may be presented in appropriate formats for the specification title they are following and 
chosen area of study, including sketchbooks, digital presentations, mounted sheets, maquettes, prototypes, animated 

work, scale models or illustrated written work.

The portfolio must provide evidence that the student has met all four assessment objectives.

Component 02: Externally set task
Students respond to one of five themes, each with a range of written and visual starting points and stimuli. Students 

research, plan and develop ideas for their response to the option they have chosen, 
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60% Coursework & 40% Exam

Students will begin their 
coursework in September year 10 
and complete in December in year 
11. Students will sit two Mocks to 
support this.

In January year 11 students will 
being an exam portfolio around a 
set theme from the exam board 
and sit a 10 hour exam in spring.

How is the course structured?
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Exploring 
themes

Toys
Illusion
My 
Environment
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