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Dear Parents and Carers,

I hope you have had a good month - it doesn’t seem too long ago that I was writing to you

at the end of last term with the holidays looming. It has been another busy month, with a

visit from Ofsted too.

We were expecting a visit before the summer holiday or early next academic year as it

had been 5 years since we last hosted an inspection team, and it did turn out to be

almost 5 years to the day when we got the call. As is customary, we cannot share the

verdict with you until the report is published. However, I would like to say that both our

students and staff did us proud over the two days, working with the inspectors to give

them an accurate view of the school. We look forward to sharing the report with you,

hopefully in time for the end of term.



Farewell to our fantastic Year 11 Students

We held our Valediction Ceremony on Friday 17th June. Year 11 students enjoyed a BBQ

(thank you to our Refresh kitchen team), before joining staff in the hall to celebrate

their time at Ratton. Mr Anderson, Mrs Scott-Smith and I spoke with the students about

the year group, rites of passage and carrying a small part of Ratton with them into the

big wide world out there, whatever they end up doing in the future.

We would love to see them back, inspiring our students of the future, as they have been

a wonderful year group who we have all enjoyed working with.

Student and staff awards, in the form of mini-Oscar awards were given out and we

experienced some excellent entertainment. All students received their Ratton Valediction

certificate during the afternoon. It was emotional, but more importantly a fitting way to

officially bring their time at Ratton School to a close. Next up is the Prom on Friday

8th July where we look forward to some flamboyant arrivals and sharp dressing!



Year 10 Exams

As is the way of things, as one year group leaves us, another must step up and take on the baton

passed. Year 10 are now our senior students in school, and we are excited anticipating all they will

go on to achieve in the next year.

We held a Year 10 assembly on Friday 24th June to give the students their Year 10 exam results in

brown envelopes, just as they will receive them next summer on exam results day. I stressed the

fact that the exams are a learning experience and diagnostic for students and staff. They help us

identify which areas of learning have stuck in long term memory and any gaps which may be

apparent. It can sometimes be difficult, but we ask students to focus on what they do and don’t

know, rather than just the grade or percentage itself at this stage.

Mrs Peters, Careers Lead, also talked about careers information and guidance, work experience

and open days. We have around 150 students embarking on work experience during Enrichment

Week, which is a particularly good number following a couple of years’ disruption.



Attendance

I would like to take the opportunity to highlight student attendance. Our cumulative attendance

for the year stands at 94% at present and I’d like to thank parents and carers for their role in

supporting us by ensuring that our students regularly attend school. We have faced a challenging

year with Covid, and our attendance remains relatively high compared to national figures. We are

seeing a minor increase in absence over the last week or so with Covid cases rising in the student

body from a very low base. Please do continue to contact the Attendance Team if your child has a

confirmed case of Covid.

Guidance remains as it was following the changes in April - children can return after 5 days if they

are well enough and no longer have symptoms. As well as your invaluable support, I would like to

thank the Attendance and Pastoral Teams’ work in supporting good attendance. Remember, good

attendance for an individual student is 95% or better. Good attendance moving to 100% attendance

means better GCSE grades, more choice of training, university or career and research also shows

higher earnings over a lifetime. This is a message we regularly share with students at school.

Please do keep helping us to support your child’s learning by getting them into school on time

every day.



Attendance

Staying with attendance, I would like to remind all parents and carers that holidays are

not permitted in term time. Government guidance states that we are no longer able to

authorise any requests for children to be taken out of school unless there are exceptional

circumstances (family holidays/trips do not fall into this category). I know it is difficult

when holiday prices rise during school holidays, and with the current pressures with the

cost of living rising, but we have a duty to follow this guidance.

The consequence of your child taking an absence/holiday during term time is that it will

be recorded as unauthorised, and the Local Authority may issue a Penalty Notice to each

parent/carer for each child absent during the requested period.

Penalty Notices are issued to each parent for each child incurring a fine of £120.00

(which decreases to £60.00 if paid within 21 days).



Personal Development

We have continued a run of workplace visits with our Year 8 students. These have

included visits to Plumpton College, the Amex Community Stadium, and One Garden in

Stanmer. In terms of careers and aspirations, Year 10 students have been engaging with

post-16 providers and visiting local colleges for their taster days this month, all part of

the process of deciding on next steps in their education.

Our Year 10 Student Leaders have delivered assemblies this week to all students on how

to manage their mental health – a real priority for us as a school at this point.

Our Sports Leaders have been busy working with the primary schools in our community,

most recently supporting Year 2 from Motcombe transitioning to Ocklynge Junior School.



Personal Development

Thanks to Mrs Panwar and her Food, Nutrition and Hospitality Team who have been

hosting Year 3 students from Ocklynge here at Ratton, using our Food Tech facilities as

part of their curriculum. It has been excellent to see younger students from our fellow

Trust school making those early connections with us. Staying with Food, we also hosted

the Eastbourne Schools’ Young Chef final here at Ratton hosting students and staff from

schools across the town. The standard of food produced was high from all the young

people involved.

We were due to hold our Key Stage 3 Sports Day on 29th June, but unfortunately the

weather beat us and despite some later brightness the field was just too wet to hold this

event safely. We will look to reschedule and hopefully fit this in before the end of term,

as it is an event that both students and staff really look forward to and enjoy. We will

share more details with you as soon as we can.



Parental Forum

As we move out of the last couple of years where Covid restrictions have impacted on

opportunities to host events for parents and carers at school, we are looking to host

regular parental forums alongside our termly surveys, to gauge parental views and take

these on board. I will be aiming to start regular forum meetings in September.

If you are interested in potentially getting involved, please email lbarrow@ratton.co.uk

with the subject line ‘Parental Forum’ in the next week and it may be that we can meet

to discuss what this would look like before the holiday for a September start to meetings.

Additionally, if you do have any questions on this, as well as expressing an interest in

being involved, please use the email above. I look forward to hearing from you.

mailto:lbarrow@ratton.co.uk


Upcoming Events

We have a busy last few weeks of term and the academic year scheduled. On Tuesday 5th and 6th

of July we are welcoming our Year 6 students who will be joining us in September for transition

days. For our current students, we are holding our Ratton Gold Award event for all students who

have achieved this – no mean feat – on the afternoon of Friday 8th July. I hear that there will be

giant inflatables and a BBQ on the field, so I have cleared my calendar for that afternoon! As

already mentioned, we then have the Year 11 Prom at the Winter Garden. Moving on, we hold a

Year 7 Careers Day on the 12th July.

The final week of term is our Enrichment Week, and students are looking forward to taking part in

a wide range of activities provided by staff whilst the 150 or so Year 10 students we have out on

work experience then benefit from their experiences. The final day of term is Thursday 21st July,

and we have an early finish at 12.30pm.

Best wishes,

Mr Peevers
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